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„ Cor. Chap, 10. Verſe 12. 
Let him, that thinketh be flandeth, take Heed 
ET LE Jong 1 


Hob theſe words are a cloſe Tranſ- 
lation of the Greek, ſome Criticks have 
been diſpleaſed with it, as expreſſing 


more than the Original, which they chuſe to ren- 


der—Let him that ſtandeth take Heed leſt he fall. 


The word ?hinketh, or ſeemeth however is in the 
Greek, and there are not wanting good Autho- 
rity from that Language, which might be pro- 
_ duced; when proper, to juſtify the Common 
Tranſlation, which I ſhall maintain to be the 
Apoſtle's Meaning, from another conſideration, 
namely, becauſe it is agreeable to Reaſon, _ 


For men are naturally too apt to attribute 


what they do well to their own good conduct, 
and Self-ſufficiency; forgetting that inviſible | 
Power, whole grace inſpires and aſſiſts them in 


doing Good; and reſtrains and witholds them 


from doing Evil. And it ſeldom happens, but 


that theſe People are undeceived at one Time or 
other. God convinces them by ſome Miſcarriage, 


that ze7thout him they can do nothing. It is only 
where this Vanity prevails, where People are not 


apprehenfive of Falling, that is, too confident of 
ſtanding, that a Man can with any good Senſe 


be ſuppoſed to bid them take Heed % they 


Upon 


1 
Upon chis State of the Caſe and hardly upon 
any other the Apoſtle's Advice is very reaſona- 


dle, to teach thoſe that have made ſome advan; 
ces in Godlineſs a certain Humility and watch- 
fulneſs of Temper, that they may not be too 
| haughty 1 in comparing themſelves with others, 
or too confident of their being ſecured from Sin, 
| becauſe for ſome Time they have found them 
ſelves in their own en e to human 


Frailty. 


When ſuch People fall, tho their Caſe is truly 


pPitiable, that Pity will come only from the reli- 


gious Part of Mankind, from thoſe, who are 
ſenſible of the Dicfhulty of leading an holy Life: 
the reſt of the World will look upon the Fall of 


frailer Chriſtians with Sport and Triumph, being 


deſirous that none ſhould be better than them 

ſelves, and glad to find, when any that are ſeem- 

ingly ſo, become in any Particular their Equals. | 
| Seeing then that there is in ſome Men too greata 
Confidence of their own Strength, and that God 
doth oftentimes humble them for it; ſceing it 
is chiefly, if not only in this Caſe, that this Ad- 


vice is neceſſary to be given, becauſe of the more 


than ordinary Reproach attending the Fall of ſuch 
_ Perſons, we may tairly conclude, that the Words 
I have read contain the Apoſtle's Meaning, and 


that it 1s he that thinketh he ſtandeth that 1 is to 
Take Heed leſt he fall. 
The Words then intimating, thar religious 


| Vanity and Preſumption are Vices incident to 
human Nature, and at the ſame Time of very 
dangerous Conſequence, I ſhall endeavour more 


particularly to diſplay the Wiſdom of the Precept 
in my Text. 
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Firft by confidering our Make and Situation 
as moral Agents, and by ſhewing from thence 


what little Reaſon we have to think ourſelves 


fearee of Standing. 
Secondly by ſetting forth the ill Conſequences 


attending the Fall of ſuch Chriſtians as preſume 
oo much upon their qwn Abilities; 


And then laſtiy by way of application, 1 ſhall | 


ſhew where our Confidence may be better placed 
than in ourſelves, and preſcribe the true Means 


by methods of preſerving us from falling. 


Bat ft Jam to conſider our Make and Situ- 


ation as Moral Agents and to ſhew from thence, 


what little Reaſon we have to think ourſelves 
| ſecure of ſtanding. 


To withdraw us from Sin indeed, God hath ſet : 


before us a Rule of Action, which it muſt be al- 

| | lowcd1 15 vifible enough at certain Seaſons, whether 
we read it in his revealed Word, or contemplate it 
in the Laco of Nature: but alas the Rule and the 
| Conſequences of breaking it, have not always their 
proper Influence. We ſee another Law in our 
Members, warring againſt the Law of our Minds, 


and bringing us into Captivity, to the Law of Sin, 


which is in our Members. This is by Nature the 


Conſtitution of the beſt of Men. The Degrees in- 


deed of natural Depravity may be various: but 


All have it in the N; and whatever there is f 


in Degree, is capable of receiving an TY from 
continual outward Accidents. 


There is not a Senſe or Deſire about us, but 


whe at may be the Inſtrument of our Deſtruction. 


The Eyz will not turn away, when it beholdeth 


VAxITY: nor the Ear cloſe, at the Hearing of 
zhar, which M33 corrupt the Heart. And as our 


E14 1 


Senſes will thus of Neceſſity do their Office, and 
be ever diſturbing our Thoughts with what comes 
on the Way, and affects them moſt: the Re- 


membrance of our Duty, and of another World, 


which alone can keep the Mind in its right Tem- 
per, and preſerve to it the Government of the 
Body, will be but faint at beſt, and by Reaſon 
of the Variety of TROP are often loſt en- 
tirely. 
Me can ſcarce imagine, but that as Him 
Nature is now conſtituted the Influence of the 
Senfitive Appetite, in the common Courſe of the 
World, will under the greateſt Advantages of 
Climate and Conſtitution be ſo many in Number as 
to engroſs at leaſt one Half of our Time and at- 
tention. This will divide the Period of our 
Lives but equally between the Purſuits of Senſe, 
and the Purſuits of Reaſon, and render the Life 
of Man at firſt, no more than Half Vice and Half 
Virtue, even ſuppoſing that an importunate De- 
fire, as eafily ſilenced or diſmiſſed as any indiffe- 
rent Thought, and unbiaſled Reflection. But 
upon a cloſer View of the Matter we ſhall find, 
that ſo much as this cannot be allowed. For tho” 
the Calls to Fire, and Opportunities of Vice, 
be ſuppoſed in Number equal, yet the Strength 
and Dominion of the one, is ſo far ſuperior to the 
other. Spiritual Things are but weakly and 
faintly conceived by us: we are not ſo ſtruck _ 
with any abſtracted 77 procceding from bare 
| Reaſon, as with that which comes by Senſation, 
and has made an Impreſſion on the Body in reaching 
the Soul. Upon this Account, when Vice has got 
Poſſeſſion of the Heart, it will keep it by its 
Natural Force, maugre all the Calls of Virtue, 


and 
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aud the ſtrongeſt Conviction of Reaſon. 

This being the Condition of Human Nature, 
all Men will find it difficult enough to purſue the 
Paths of Virtue, if they have only the common 
Number and Meaſure of human Paſſions to croſs 


their good Intentions. But the Difficulty will 
be enereaſed, it there be in the Man's Compoſition 


what is called a Maſter Paſſion, or ſome Appetite 
more predominant than the Reſt, which will ea- 


 fily beſet him: and it is poſſible, that any may be- 
come lo, if it coincides with ſome unlucky o- 


ward Circumſtance, which may ſerve to increaſe 


its Power, by affording it Strength and .Oppor- 


tunity. 


For as there are ſome Siet in which ſome 


Vices cannot be be gratified; there are others a- 


gain lo apt to forſter Vices that ſome Men ſo fitu- | 
_ ated, cannot but commit them. 


Sometimes the very Climate we live in, by its 
natural Iufuence upon our Bodies, may be the 
Cauſe of Moral Evil. For it is obſervable, that 


ſome Countries produce V ces by their Situation, 


2s much as ſome others produce Serpents and 


Dittem pers. 


And beſides the Vices of the Corry, the par- 
ticular Caſt of the Company a Man embarks with, 


and the minuter Circumſtances of his Situation 
do often confpire with his zatural Inclination, to 


leud him to Vice, and ſometimes pr . him to it 
againſt his Living. 


Thus by ill Company we ſion; ſee, not 1 | 


the bad made worſe, but even the Tznoceat cor- 


rupted. For Companions multiply Temptations, 


and ſerve as ſo many new Intelligencers and 


Abettors if Vice added to 3 Man's own corrupt _ 
Faculties; 


43} 

Faculties; and ae they muſt render 
the Scene ofbad Action much more ample and 
extenſive for him, than ever he could have made 

it for himſelf. 
Jo the Force of Example there may be added 
in Prejudice to a Man's Virtue the weight of 
unlucky Circumſtances. Thus an honeſt Man 
through great Diſtreſs and Poverty may depart 
From his Character: as thro' Exceſs of Riches 
the Temperate may grow w0lyþtu0us. ; 
It is not every Man indeed that labours under 
all the Diſadvantages of Conſtitution, Climaie, ill 
Company and untoward Circymflances, tho' many 
do, and no one can be ſure but that many of 
_ theſe Aisfortunes may fall to his own Lot: ſome 
he muſt ſhare in common with all Mankind, and 
where his natural and circumſtantial Defects are 
few, there is an Adverſary the Devil; who walk- 
eth about like a roaring Lion ſecking whom he 
may devour. It is his Buſineſs to watch the fitteſt 
Opportunities, and to ſet every Temptation in 
a ſtronger Light. Wo to the Inhabiters of the 
Earth faith the Scripture, for the Devil is come 
down unto you, having great Wrath, becauſe 


be knoweth that he hath but a mort Time. 


It were well if Chriſtians would take Notice cf 
this Declaration. Por it is worth out while as 
moral Agents not to treat any as imaginary Dan- 
gers, which we cannot prove fo by the Light 
of Reaſon. We ſee amongſt the Brute Part of 
the World one Set of Creatures continually em- 
| ploy ed in the Deſtruction of another. Nay Man 
himſelf is not at preſent fo much the Lord of 
the Creation, but that there arc Beaſts his Mat- 
ters and Deſtroyers, And there is the ſame 

. Reaſon 


* Tat 
Heaton to ſuppoſe that Man being a Creature 
partly ſpiritual is expoſed to Enemies that would 
injure his Soul, as well as ſuch as would devour 
his Body. If there are of the inviſible World 
Beings ſo maliciousſly inclined, it is not to be 
doubted, but that they have Power to execute 
their Malice, either by miſguiding the Soul, or 
by immediately overinfluencing the Body. The 
Devil having always the Power might be always : 
exerciſing it againſt us, if it were not for the In- 
terpoſition of God Almighty; God can withold 
this Guard of his, and there is nothing more 
likely to provoke him to forſake us, than the 
Vanity of thinking that we ſtand of ourſelves. 
We are by Nature dependent Beings, and if we 
are too negligent or too proud to own this Depen- 
dency, there is no Reaſon Why God ſhould Op 
port us againſt our Will. | 
This J have been deſcribing 15 "the frail andRecapitr- 
weak Condition of human Nature. The Senſe of _ 
our Duty and of God's Preſence diſcerning and diſ- Had. 
approving of all wicked Actions, the only De- 
fence, which Men can confide in as their own, 
we find to be but weak at beſt, and often loſt en- 
tircly. Whereas the Attacks of Vice are often 
| ftrong and frequent: the Mind being placed in 
2 Body too ſuſceptible of every Impreſſion, and 
that Body by Reaſon of its Situation expoſed to 
every Thing that can affef it. Beſide that 
our Adverſary the Devil is always ready to height- 
en every vile Affection, and increaſe the Danger 
of every T FIN his Power being controu- 
lable by God alone, who leaves the Vanity of 
1 ae to his C haſtiſement, for he favours ao! 
2 Pro „ . 1! 0: older h en ata; of | 


These 


1 


Theſe Conftdeorations of our Aake and Situd- 


tion as Moral Agents, one would think to be of 
Force enough to alarm the Attention of the e- 
ſafficiezt Chriſtian : but if the View of the frail 
and perilous Condition of human Nature will nor 


make Men more apt to diſtruſt themicly es, let 
them confider farther the ill Contequences : Uten- 


ding the Fall of ſuch Perſons, as have been too 


_ confident of their own Abilities, and theſe | in the 


next Place I ſhall ſet before you. 


2G Bead Every Man's Behavior is commonly ſuited to 


what he thinks his Condition. If a Man thinks 


_ that he ſtandeth; this notion of himſelf will 1 pear 
in his manners of diſcourcing, and acting; in v 
Word he ſeem to be nothing leſs than ane, whe 
has arrived at what ſome Author's call Chriſtian 
Perfection; now this is a State or Profeſſion, which 
draw the Eyes of the World upon him; he will 
become perhaps, the Boaſt and Pattern of his Fel- 
low chriſtians ; and be noted and regarded by thoſe 
who are Enemies to Chriflianity ; and as theſe Cir- 
cumſtances will afford at the fame Time a Deal of 
Self-complacency; the Fall of ſuch a Chriſtian is to 
be conſidered as a Detriment to the Church in Ge- 
zeral ; and as a great eee to Kane in 


Particular. 
It is a Detriment to the Cbarceh in 3 be- 


cauſe that is ſuch a Society as cannot be ſupported | 
and kept up but by an unblemiſhed behavior, an 
untainte dand regular Conduct in all its Members. 
If any one, who calls himſelf a Chriffian recede 
from this; there is a Member of the Conſtitution 
loſt: and however unwilling he may be to allow 


it; he has in Fact: evolted from his Satiour, and 


18 to be reckoned nog the Number of Chriſt's 


Ene mics. 


| 


"I 


„ 


Fncemies. There is no ſuch thing as 4 Ch, r1ftran 


% Nane: it is only the Practice of Chriſtianity, 
chat A, the Chriſtian Diſciple from the 


Reſt of the World. If People fall off from this, 


there is an End of the Diflinction. Infidels will 
be very ready, and that juſtly too to comprehend 
ſuch Perſons under their Name and Character. 


For in this Caſe, it is not only the Loſs of a 


Alember that affects the Church of Chriſt, the Diſ- 


| honour extends itfelf to the hole Chriſtian Com- 
munity. When a Chriſtian chances to fall, the 
_ Ditgrace becomes On. and is ſhared by all 
the Reſt. 


It is obſervable even in the uſual Courſe of the 


1 hings of this World, that the more any one 
ſignalizes himſelf, on the fide of any Party; pro- 
portionable is chat Party's Difgrace, and the Tri- 
umph of their Enemies, upon that Perſon's 

Miſcarriages: but in fuch a Mis FORTUXE, Chriſ- 

Vianiſy labours under a peculiar Diſadvantage. 
It has many Enemies, and for the ili Will 


which the World bears it, when any one, that 


is more than ordinarily a Chriſtian does what is 
unbecoming that Character, the Diſgrace will 
not terminate with him: thoſe who profeſs the 

ſame Degree of Sanctiiy, tho they yet maintain 

their Station, will be looked upon as Hypocrites 
ot the fame Stamp and Character. 


That the Chrrch, or Religion in General ſhould 
iuffer upon his Account weill make one great 
Share of the particular Troubles of a fallen Chriſ- 


tian; and the melancholick View of his own 
8 Act will ſupply him with other Reflections 


full of Birterneſs and Sorrow. He will ſee that 
üttle Account 1s taken of his paſt good Life, any 
injurious | 


1 E 1 1 
3 injurious wicked Wretch may ſuggeſt that 1t was 
. all fair Sew: a Piece of well acted Hypocriſy. 
4 | His unhappy Conduct will place him upon a Le- 
vel with, and expoſe him to the Taunts of the 
greateſt Reprobates. He that did once enjoy the 
Looks of Men, muſt now retire and hide him- 
ſelf from their reproachful Countenances. And 
as Diſgrace commonly ſpreads itſelf as far as ever 
the good Name extended, he will find too late, 
that to be too much taken Notice of, is one of 
the preateſt Miſchiefs that can befal one. In 
things 2within our Porter, it is an hard Matter to 
beep Pace with the World's Expectation, and per- 
N | haps the ſafeſt Way not to raiſe it—lIn Caſes 
where we are fallible, a great Name is really a 
great Misfortune. Becauſe it may be loſt, and 
then the Elevation ſerves but to make us more 
contemptible. As he that aſcends a Pinnacle, 
_ tho! he attract the Eyes of the Beholders, is in 
Danger of falling further, than he who keeps his 
Station below, or paſſes on his Bufineſs undiſ- 
1 tinguiſhed by Men. The Preſuming upon the 
| ' precarious. Support of a great Name, is almoſt 
as hazardous. For tho' it procures us a great 
. Satisfaction, and allure as with the Expectation 
| of Praiſe Rom Friends, and even Reverence 
from Enemies, yet the Loſing of it ſinks us the 
ſame Height that we roſe, brings Diſgrace upon 
thoſe, who before eſteemed us, gives Occaſion 
of Scorn to all who hated us, and wounds our 
oven Souls, with Sorrow, Shame, and Anguith. 
Recapitus Theſe Conditions may be ſufficient to give any 


5 1 one a View of the ill Conſeguences attending the 


Head. Fall of that Chriſtian, who thinketh he ſtandeth. 
That Notion of himſelf naturally appearing 11 
| ” = ot 


23 3 

all his Behaviour a the Eyes of Men upon 
him, he becomes the Boaſt of his fellow Chriſ- 
tians, and is regarded by the Enemies of Chrif- 
tianity, He triumphs in ſecret upon this Ac- 
count: hence it is, that his Fall is in a double : 
Ref pect greatly unfortunate to the Church in Ge- 
0 to himſelf! in particular: to the Church in 
general, becauſe it is encreaſed or diminiſhed as 
its Members behave well or ill: beſide that there 
is no Body of Men, that partake ſo much in the 
Diſgrace of particular Perſons, This is one Part 
of his private Grief, which is increaſed by a View 
of the Inſults he is expoſed to, and a Contempt 
more general than ordinary, becauſe he had made 
- himſeff more than ordinarily famous. 
Having thus ſhewn i the firſt Place, the un- 
reaſonableneſs of any one's thinking, that he can 
ſtand of himſelf, from a View of our Make and 

Situation, as moral Agents. 2dly. the ill Conſe- 

vences attending the Fall of ſuch a Perſon, I 
| frat now in the laft Place, ſhew where our Confi- 
dence may be better placed than in 0: «ſelves, and 
preſcribe the zrue Means and Methods of preſer- 
ying us from falling. The Concluſion. 

Now then confidering the Defign of Prov idence 5 
in making us ſuch fra] Creatures, and placing us 
in ſuch a dangerous Hichation, it is natural to ſup- 
poſe, that as God has in every other Reſpect - 
made us d-perdent Beings, ke hath ordained alſo 
Dependence in our moral Conduct; and that we 
ſhould look up to him for Succonr. It is plain 
by giving us @ Rule of Life, that he hath made 
us accountuble for our Actions, and it being like- 
wiſe as plain that we have not however of our 
Gan Powers, fach. ies equal to the Taſk aſſigned 
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us, we may draw from the Nature of Things a 
fair Conclufion that he expects us to % Aſſiflance, 
Upon this State of the Caſe, the Ways of Pro- 


©:4e3:ce are juſt and equal, and in this Manner 


they are unfolded to us by Revelation. The Chriſ- 


:ia2 Religion repreſents the Conduct of God Al- 
mighty as compleat and regular, it repreſents 1 in- 
dced Man's Strength defective, but God's Grace a- 


beaudant. And as it aſſures us all along, that zwith- 
0 Hihi we can do nothing, it is evident that the 
firſt Step to Security muſt be to dedicate ourſelves to 


God Almighty and make a Covenant with him. 
Eſpecially as we have an ADVERSARY ſuperior to 


ourſelves, it is reaſonable that we look for a Friend, 


in Pozyer and Force SUPERIOR to that Adverſary ; 


one that knows our Weakneſs better than we do 
 purſctves, that ſees thoſe Deſigns, which we cannot 
foreſee, and is able to interpoſe and fruſtrate him. 


Now in God ve live, and move and have our Being, 
and not we only but every thing, that exiſts in Nature 


is ohen to his Preſence, he cannot but fee, what 


Deſigns are formed againſt us, and if that thing 
ſubfiſts and acts by his Sufferance, he can fruſtrate 
it, in its Deſigns, and over power and reſtrain it 


: Pleaſure. 


| Here is one Argument, Why! it is our moſt prudent 


5 Way to Jedicate cnirfely es to Gad, and to live in 
Covenant with him : becauſe he 15 80 able to de- 
5 tc 1d us againſt the Powers of the Devil, and what 


{> More, by ſuch a Dedication, he will be rendered 


more willing to da it, Farbeing left to chuſe, whe- 


ther we will Serve the Good or the Evil Being we 


acknowledge by our Choice, that we wiſh for Bod | 


to be our Fric nd, and make a weak Effort at being 
good by. deftring its This Reliance upon God, and 
Addrets 


1 1 


Addrefs to him is the Ground and Cauſe of his : 


Compaſſion. For it implies a Confeſſion of the Infir- 


mities of human Nature, which we have not in 
our Power to create again or to mend, and is there- 


fore an Ape to his Fuſtice to amend them for 
„ 


When by this Acknowledgoment of our Depen- | 
dency, and frank pledoe of our HuxILIATION, we 


have made God our Fr end, then other Methods of 


human Prudence may ſucceſsfully take Place. For 


God expects that our Eudeavours ſhould co-operate 


with his Grace: he gives us this, to balance the 


original Depravi ity of human Nature, and makes 
the Means of it, under the Chr ian Diſpenſation. 
chiefly the Holy Sacrament, but by this or any other 


Means of Grace, he does not intend to make us ſin- 


leſs: but only upon this Foundation leaves us to 


ourſelves to begin to build and fortify our: Yi irtus. 


And therefore conſidering the unfavo urae C (Gr 


evmſtances L have before deſcribed, ariſing from 


(Con/titntion, Climate, evil Conipany or untoward CH- 


cHlijteaces, a Man is diligently to ſtudy whether it 
be not in is Power to get the better in tome Mea. 


ure of thoſe Piladrantages, which for the Exer 
ciſe of his irtue by the Dejignation of Providence he 


is obliged to encounter to obtain the Prize of the 
high calling which attends the Victory. 


And) in this Conflict, tho' the Ethiopian be not : 


required to change his Skin, yet he is not neceſ- 
ſarily tobe a Slave to any of the Vices that may be 


practiſed in that Country, we have read of as good 


Chriſtians in Alexandria, Carthage, and in Abelſi. 
ua as ever lived in our colder Ciimates. 


And if the Difficulties of Climate may be maſtered . 
10 may alſo the Dithculrics of Corfiituiion, fince 
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the one is generally but Product of the other: 
Our bodily Paſſions may be in ſome Meaſure 


vanquiſhed by Methods, that naturally alter the 
Conſtitution of the Body, and conſequently of its 
Aﬀettions. The antient Chriſtians had Recourſe to 
Abſlinence. Their Lent eſpecially was kept in 


the ſtricteſt Manner, and their Meat and Drink 


was ſuch as ſcarce afforded the leaſt Support to 
their feeble Bodies: were the whole Life of Man 
to continue but 40 Days, this Method might pro- 


bably be the beſt: but as it is required of Chriſ- 


tians to have their Bodies always in Szbjeftion, 
and as theſe periodical Auſterities can only con- 


tribute to our Spiritual Peace for Ve Time that 
they are exerciſed; one would chuſe rather an 


univerſal Temperance, which ſeems to anſwer 
the End much better, than at certain Seaſons a 


total Fbftinence. Becauſe why Temperance may 


be always exerciſed, and becauſe in its Effects, it 
ſeems by Reaſon to work more for the Souls Re- 
_ poſe, by keeping the Body always in the ſame 
even State, than that, which occaſions great Chan- 
ges and Alterations in it. For when Nature has 
been exhauſted with long Faſting, it calls it for 
ap roportionable ſupply: If this be ſtinted too, 


much Healib muſt be impaired, if it be received 
in full; as Lite was ſunk before too far below 
its Pitch, it will now be raiſed proportionably 
too high: a new Tide of Blood and Spirits will 


dilate the Heart and raiſe the 2 ancy, which now 
too much enlit te,, will look perhaps on the Time 


which was ſpent in 1 only as Hours of re- 


ligious Gloomyne/s. | Theſe Reaſons incline one 
to believe, that a continual Practice of Tempe- 


race me uſt contribute more to keep the Temper 


of 


1 
of the Body ſober calm and cven, than now and 
then a 7otal Abſtinence. 

Next to the uſing of the Means to make the 
Body leſs ſuſceptible of Temptations, we muſt 
take Care to keep out of the Way of them: to 
chuſe if providence permits us to chuſe, ſuch 
a Condition of Life as the Wiſe Man in Scripture 
made the Object of his Prayer, which ſhould be 
neither Poverty nor Riches, that he might not be 
_ tempted by Meanneſs on the one Hand, or Fl- 
neſs on the other either to Steal, or to deny his 
go 
The Choice of our r Condition will in great Mea- 
| ure enable us to chuſe our Company, which is an 
Article of the firſt linportance to an holy Life. 
For bad Companions as I obſerved before, mwulti- 
ply Temptations, and ſerve as fo many new In- 
zelligencers and Abettors of Vice added to a Man's 
own corrupt Faculties. It is true the People of 
this Nation have all the Advantages of Climair 
to make them honeſt and temperate People, and 
the natural Produce of our Country (had we no 
other) rather calls to Indyftry, than nurſes Riot: 
but cv Communications have fo far corrupted our 
good Manners, and the Importation of foreign 
Pride and Luxury ſo tainted us with Vice and 
Vanity, that thoſe, who in the Phraſe of the 
W orld are called Company and good Company, are 
che moſt unfit People for Intimacy or Imitation. 
The wiſe and good Chriſtian muſt avoid as much 
as poſſible the Shezw and Merriment, the Pops 
ad Vaiities of this wicked World. No Perſon 
can be ſafe that is too much converſant with 
gay People and gay Places: were he ever fo 
well inclincd, this Way of Living W. ould L fea 


him 
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him from his God 15 from himfelf, and make 


him at leaſt unthinking and careleſs of his Souls 
Welles. --. 


Indeed there may Dangers ariſe from Solitude, 


if it produces Illeneſs, but theſe will ariſe only 
from the Man's own Peſſ:ozs and Inclinatious un- 


aſſiſted and undirected by the Evil Concurrence 


of other People, who perhaps may be worſe than 


himfelf, and therefore theſe connot be equal to 


_ the Number of thoſe Dangers, which beſet a 
| Perſon, who is herded wicked Company. How- 
ever to avoid any Temptation which may ariſc 
from idle Solirnde let him than fly to his Buſi- 
neſs for a Sanctuary, or if he be beſet at ſuch a 
Time or ſuch a Place, that he cannot get clcar 
of the Imporunity, let him call to mind ſome 
Sin of old, that he has committed, and remem- 
ber how deceitfully it gained upon his Will; 
how almoſt harmleſs it appeared before Com- 
miſſion, how black and Helliſh after, and what 


Prayers and Tears what deep Contrition it might 


coſt him before he could renew his Covenant 
with God, and be re-eſtabliſhed in his Favour. 


Where there i is Room for Delibe: ation, ſuch 


| Rules as theſe may be of uſe to us, but in Caſes 
of Surpriſe, it is God alone, that can ſupport, 


and fave us. If we rely upon him, with whom 


we made our Covenant, he is faithful and will 
not ſuffer lo be templed above that rec ere able, 


but will with the Temptation alſo make à Hay to 
eſcape that wve may be able to bear it. 

I ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with the W ds of : 
St. PETER, than whom no Man had ever been 


more confider t of his own Stength, and therefore 


none fitter to leave this Loeſlon behind him. 
Husible 
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Funk rourſebves ſaid he under the mighty Hand of 
God, e he may exalt you in due Time, caſting all 
your Cu '2 upon him for he careth for you. Be ſober, 
be vigilant, becauſe Jour Adverſary the Devil as @ 
roariag Lion walketh about, ſeeking cohom he may 
deronr > rohom rejeſt, being fiedfaft i in the Faith, and 
remeiebering rhat your Brethren which are in the 
World go through the ſame Trials. But the God of 
all Grace, after ye have ſuffered a while make You 
per fea, flabliſh, Strengthen, ſettle you. To him be 

Glory and Dominion for ever and ever Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus & c. 
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